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What do we mean by community?



Membership





Trust



Efficacy



Metaphor Exercise



What do stories  
have to do  

with community?



Evolutionary biologist Michael Gazzaniga on 
the brain hardwired to tell & listen to stories  

(http://bigthink.com/users/michaelgazzaniga#
%21video_idea_id=41940) 

!
Psychologist Robin Dunbar on gossip as the 

glue to keep communities together. 
(http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?

isbn=9780674363366)  

We are the storytelling species

http://bigthink.com/users/michaelgazzaniga
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674363366




“The term ‘narrative’ is often confused with the term ‘plot,’  
but they’re not the same thing.  

If I tell you that the king died, and then the queen died,  
that’s not narrative; that’s plot.  

But, if I tell you that the king died, and then the queen died of a broken heart,  
that’s narrative.”        V. Nabokov







How can story/telling help our communities?

Transmission of 
Culture!

Lessons of the Past 
Realities of the Present 

Plans for the Future

Bonding & Bridging!
Engaging the Full Community 

Inviting Reconciliation 
Fostering Empathy & Belonging





Goals

Community

Why 
Stories?

Exercise:



Stories and Community: How



Finding the right story

Your purpose + your community + audience 





Your Audience, Your Story Holder Asks



Belfast Shared History Story Project
• Chinese-Irish, Polish Immigrants & Northern Irish!

• Group Story Interviews—Past, Present & Future!

• Photos!

• Story Circles Between the Groups!

• Touring Exhibition!

• Theater: A Play from the Interviews

• http://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue4-perspectives7

http://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue4-perspectives7


http://www.slideshare.net/ortonfamilyfoundation/starksboro-stories-art-soul-civic-engagement-presentation

http://www.slideshare.net/ortonfamilyfoundation/starksboro-stories-art-soul-civic-engagement-presentation


Story Booths & One Question, Fifty People



Murmur Project

http://murmurtoronto.ca/

http://murmurtoronto.ca/


Mural Stories



http://audiograph.tumblr.com/

Audio!
Storytelling

http://audiograph.tumblr.com/


Image-Text Stories Online



http://whyherewhynow.org/

http://whyherewhynow.org/


http://invisiblepeople.tv/blog/

Video Story Interviews



http://www.hungerfreevt.org/

http://www.hungerfreevt.org/






Challenges







Capacity



Network Mapping





Stocking a Story Bank



Story 
Circles





Connecting Our Stories



Clustering and Discussing Themes & Threads



Asking for Stories



What will we do with the stories?

Ethical Story Gathering



What kind of listener am I?





Exercise: Story Interviews
1. Role Play: Asking for Map Stories 
2.   Triad Story Interviews: Asker, Teller, Observer



Comparing 
Story Interviews 

to 
 Story Circles

How do they match 
your goals 

& community?



Weaving Storytelling Projects into Community



How do we connect? 
Where do we connect? 

!
Ask & do a little research: http://www.pewinternet.org/

http://www.pewinternet.org/








A Storytelling Timeline



Questions?!
Projects to share?!

!
!

Contact Barbara!
at community-expressions.com!

barbaraganley@gmail.com!
802-989-1885

mailto:barbaraganley@gmail.com

